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FriendS of local 'Baha'i··
faCe spy charges -in iran
Ruhi Hiebert asks
community to pray
for.men, women.
By KAY CAMPBELL I
Times Faith C!f Values Editor
kay.campbell@h#mes.com
'. .In Shir;lz, Iran, the City of
RoSes, Ruhi Hiebert remem-
· ~rs Saeid Razaie as a teenag-
er .laughing and smiling and
p).aying his guitar. She remem-
oers.A:fifNaimie, a,little older
and. a little more serious, care-
fully teaching children Arabic.
This week, those memories

will be going through her mind
as she says prayers for the safe-
ty of her old friends: Both men
are among a group of seven Ba-
ha'i believers in Iran who face
trial for spying for Israel. At this
point, their friends around the
world fear th~ will be execut-
ed.

Local Baha'is invite the oom-
munit¥tojoin theirprayers Sun-
day, 10:30 a.m., at the Baha'i
iCenter, 3209 Pulaski Pike.
;.The espionage charges are
manufactured as a oover for a
govemnient desire to eradi-
cate all Baha'is in Iran, says
Hiebert, a Montessori 1:each.er Huntsville Times

and director of the Montessori Ruhi Hiebert is concerned about two friends who are among a
SchoolofMadison.Asateenag- group of seven Baha'i believers in Iran who face trial for spying
er.inIran,Hiebertenduredim- for Israel. " .

. prisonment and beatings in, . . .
Iranian jails for attempting to leased and was no~ allowed el- ~d cultural teachings under-
teach Baha'i children who had ther attorney or trial. mme the peace and security of
been ~ned from school. ~?bel P~ Prize laureate the Iranian Islamic state.

Baha:is in Iran are accused of Shirin Ebadi, who was ajudge 13aha'isemphasizethatall re-'
&pying for Israel, she says, be- .in ~ before the Islamic Rev- ligio~ t1?-at work toward peace
causetheirworldheadquart.ers, ?lution fo~e women to be ~d Justice are true, that reli-'
established in Haifalong before Judges, and IS now alaW):'er,has glOns must oonform to science
that city was part of Israel, is offered to defend the ~up. But and reasqn, and that men and
now in the Jewish state. she has ..not been ~ow~ to· women and people of all races

:: ;j')Jut the newspapers·in Iran .speak WIth them, according to are equal. With about 5 million
::ax:e :detailing how the arrested a news release from Tim1}'son, members, Itclaims.members in::~re caught posseSsing highly a~emberofthe Huntsville Ba- nearly every country of the
-:~phisticatedoommunications hal Center. ,... world
:~uipment and other incrimi- . TheBahalfuith, ~~began The US. State Department
: pating evidence _ telephones, a m what was then Persmm 184.4, has issued a statement defining
· global positioning system, a d~~the~hnam, the arrests as religious perse-
· suitcase full of money, saysAziz ~om Shiite. Muslims declare cu~on, as has the European
Setayesh of Huntsville who ~ re~ WIth J~ to estab- Umon. .
grewupinIranandvisitedfum- lisha~lgnofpeace,~~y.~ U. S. House Resolution 175
ily.there last month. . turned m the r,ropheticI.I1lSS1on was mtroduced Feb. 14to urge
;"l.don't think they would ex- of the B,~u nah, the founder Iran to grant a fair trial to. the J

ecut.e them if the government of Baha I. -. accus~ Up~lates and back-
didn't know they were spying," .Forthesereasons,mostMus- ground on the situation are
~said 'Theyhad to have ~~nsider Baha'i to bea~ posted at http://iran.bahai.us,
heel} .p,aidby Israel to do some-' religIOn, m~ch as many Chris- www.bahai.us and WWW.Iran-
t4ing.' tians oon;sider the Chur~ of Presswai:ch.org. Hiebert said
The group is in danger of JesusChrist~-daySaints that it would be helpful ifher

~ assumed guilty without !Obe a ~ religIOn because of neighbors would oontact US.
¥ngabletodefendthemselves, 1!S addition to feC?gnized b~b- Rep. Parker Griffith to ask his
S¢slHiebert. Baha'is are not al- ~cal prophets. ~~ Its extra-~~~ 8,.upport of the bill.
lmyed legal oounsel, she said, a lical ~ wntings. ~~a I .IS 'We don't respond to violence
dajrn Setayesh disputes. .not reoognized as a. religion m with violence," Hiebert said.
Hiebert said that the two times Ir~, Setayesh con?rmed, ''When they kill us, when they
she was arrested, she simplyhad ~ding that most ~~. be- burn down our houses - and
to stay in jail until she was re- lieve that both therr religIOUS they burned down 4undreds of

houses in my town - we don't
do that to them, but we pursue
justice. We want the world to see
what they are doing:'

http://iran.bahai.us,
http://www.bahai.us

